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In the literature of the Dravidian languages other than 
Tamil, the Bhakti movement was largely Saiva. Veerasaiva 
devotional literature in Kannada goes back to Basava, the 
founder of the sect. In Telugu the most interesting figurei s 
Vemana (15th Century), a saivaite teacher of low birth who 
attacked the caste system and the Brahmins in particular with 
a vehemence rare in all Indian Literature and who was almost 
equally antagonistic to inconolatry (worship of images), 
pilgrimage and other aspects of ritualism. 

(HINDUISM, HISTORY OF BHAKTHI TEACHINGS IN ALL 
OF INDIA'S MAIN LANGUAGES. THE NEW ENCYCLOPAEDIA 
BRITANNICA, MACROPAEDIA vol. 8 P. 917 C (1982 edition) 
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In Maharashtra the movement of the saints was in the 

' . .. ., .&. .. 

main a religious movement. This movement extended very 



quickly among the peasants and among the Karunaru, the arti- 
san class And this was not because this class of alutebalutedars 
was the most exploited class or because it was in the thirteenth 
century a new or rising class like the merchant class in Europe. 
The reason for the prominent participation of this class in the 
religious movement is to be found not in any oppression which 
it suffered, but in the security and leisure it enjoyed. The annual 
income of this class was small but fixed. So, after completing 
the specific tasks assigned to it this class had plenty of free 
time. Therefore, it readily became one with the movement. 

(The Saint Poets of Maharashtra Prof. G. B. Sardar) 
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In the third chapter it is said Uhat.the real ,$aiva ascette may 
dispense with all the external practices, SQ that no one will 
recognise him as a Saiva ascetic and will not give him a high 
place in Society. People may often abuse him as a lunatic, an 
ignorant man or a dullard etc. (P. 137 Vol 5) 

One should continue t meditate by drawing one's mind. 
from all other objects and coneentrating .the wind. on Siva or on 
some symbolic name, 

Lord should be meditated upon in His aspect as formless 
God should not be approacheid wrth the association of any of the 
qualities attributed to Him. This is expressed by the Sutra V. 27 
(P. 139 Vol 5) 

Even in wearing ordinary apparel, one has to kill many 
insects. (P, 140 Vol. 5) 



In the higher stale, tNyjo jbpyt nafe&dL' They further say 
that the ultimate being that they worship, is not associated with 
any of the Quranic characteristics of 



n.n.i.i .| I, .Mm,.. 



locks or the lunar digit in the hair etc. Such a supreme being is 
devoid of all such characteristics and passions. (P. 144 Vol. 5) 
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"None of them (the sixty three Nayanars) ever performed 
any austerities of the Hatayogatype. Dont remind me of 
Thirumoolar. For all appearances, they were just ordinary house- 
holders. 
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